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explore the world, " so full of a number
of things."

His journeyings by canoe with a
friend on the canals and streams of
Belgium and France are delightfully
described in "An Inland Voyage/'
while his happy vagrant wanderings
with the obstinate Modestine for his
sole companion have given us as record
" Travels with a Donkey in the
Cevennes/' While in a very low state of
health he made a wonderful attempt to
reach the woman he loved, and who
needed him, by crossing America in an
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MY KINGDOM
And all about was mine, I said,
The little sparrows overhead,

The little minnows too.
This was the world and I was king ;
For me the bees came by to sing,

For me the swallows flew.

" A Child's Garden of Verses," by Robert Louis
Stevenson.

emigrant train, travelling with offen-
sive companions, and putting up with
hardships that would have tried even
a healthy man.
Yet he could recall the pathetic and
humorous incidents of that journey
with intense pleasure in " Across the
Plains/'
What trace is there in " Treasure
Island " of the boredom of an invalid's
life ? Who could guess that the creator
of Long John Silver and Ben Gunn
was racked by a consumptive cough ?
The eternal spirit of youth out for
adventure riots
through the book. It
was written to please
a boy (his stepson);
and which of us cannot
recognise Robert Louis
Stevenson in young
Jim Hawkins, the irre-
pressible hero ?
Exiled from his
native Scotland year
after year in winter
months, and driven
even from the sheltered
Bournemouth air after
a grim fight with
severe illness, Steven-
son and his wife, during
a visit to the United
States, decided to try
the effect of a yacht-
ing cruise in the warm
Pacific Seas.
In the South Seas.
The death of his
father, son of a famous
lighthouse engineer,
had made the final
parting with Scotland
a little easier, for his
mother accompanied
him in the new adven-,
tures. For three years
the Stevensons wan-
dered from island to
island, staying at times
in one group for several